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W1y Is PRUAYING FOR THE SOULS IN
PURGATORY IMPORTANT?

Because it helps them with their purification, shortens their
time in purgatory, and allows them to enter heaven sooner.
It is an act of charity that extends God's grace, fulfills
the Golden Rule, and allows those on Earth to aid souls who
can no longer help themselves. Prayers and offerings help
atone for sins, and once the souls are in heaven, they can
intercede for us in return.

Why it is important to pray for the souls in purgatory:

To aid their purification: Purgatory is a state of purification for those who have
died in God's grace but are not yet fully cleansed of their sins. Our prayers can help
them be cleansed of remaining spiritual flaws.

To help them enter heaven sooner: Prayers and Mass offerings can help shorten
their time of purification, allowing them to enter heaven more quickly.

Out of charity and mercy: Praying for the souls in purgatory is a way to show love
and mercy to our spiritual brothers and sisters, just as we would wish others to
pray for us if we were in their position. It is an act of charity that reflects God's
mercy.

‘Because they are helpless: Souls in purgatory are unable to help themselves

because the time for earning merit has passed. They are "helpless" and rely on the
prayers of the living.

To foster their intercession for us: According to the Catechism of the Catholic
Church, our prayers not only help them but also can make their intercession for us
more effective once they are in heaven.

To fulfill Christian tradition: Praying for the dead has been a part of Christian
practice for centuries, and it is seen as a holy and wholesome thought that is rooted
in scripture.

A Few Sources:

o catholicgentleman.com/2014/11/forgotten-church-5-reasons-pray-souls-

urgatory/#:~:text=2..them%20owith%20your%2ohumble%20prayers?



