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“Then cometh Jesus from Galilee to the Jordan, unto John, to be baptized by him.  But John stayed him, 

saying: I ought to be baptized by thee, and comest thou to me?  And Jesus answering, said to him: Suffer it 

to be so now.  For so it becometh us to fulfill all justice.  Then he suffered him.  And Jesus being baptized, 

forthwith came out of the water: and lo, the heavens were opened to him: and he saw the Spirit of God 

descending as a dove and coming upon him.”  (Matthew 4:13-16, Douay-Rheims Holy Bible) 

 

 The first public act of Jesus, recorded in Saint Matthew’s Gospel, was to proceed to the River 

Jordan to be baptized by Saint John the Baptist.  Jesus begins His public ministry, the salvation of the souls 

of fallen humanity through His Passion, Death, and Resurrection, with His own baptism.  This may cause 

one to speculate as to why He would begin in this manner.  As we already know, the baptism of John was 

intended as a baptism of repentance.  Jesus, being both fully God and Man as well as completely free of sin, 

would have no personal need for this type of baptism.  Yet, He would still join His people in this action.  

Therefore, His baptism must hold a deep meaning.  It must possess a significant purpose, and our Catholic 

Church will certainly provide the answers we seek. 

 

 Were I a home builder, I would fire me right now from this project.  As exciting as it may be to 

open both our Sacred Scriptures and our Roman Catholic Tradition, I have committed a grave mistake.  I 

was attempting to build the walls of the structure without first providing you a solid foundation.  This 

foundation is the Sacramental Theology of our Catholic Faith.  If I fail to establish this first, then I may 

never be capable of opening your minds and hearts to the beauty and richness of this, our spiritual home, 

our Roman Catholic Faith. 

 

 In our reflection last weekend, I tried to explain the present situation by going back to understand 

the past.  Today, I will reverse the process.  To understand the present, the Baptism of Jesus as a 

Sacrament, we must look to a future event in the life of Christ.  We must begin at the foot of the cross.  For 

it was by the Passion and Death of Jesus upon the cross that the grace we need for our salvation was 

merited.  It is this grace, this gift, which when accepted by men leads them toward the eternal vision of 

God, we call Heaven.  It is Christ who distributes the sanctifying grace we need.  And He does this through 

the one, holy, catholic, and apostolic church He Himself willed into existence — The Catholic Church.  

Yes, despite the situation her leaders have placed her in at this moment in her history, the Catholic Church 

is the Mystical Body of Christ and she continues His work of salvation from the moment He ascended into 

heaven, until the last moment, the last day.  Why does He continue distributing sanctifying grace through 

His Catholic Church?  Only one answer can suffice — His love for His children is infinite.  Our Savior is 

always prepared to give to a person, through His Church, the grace they need to attain the Beatific Vision 

(Heaven).  However, His gift of sanctifying grace will always be, in a sense, conditional.  It will rest upon 

the condition that we repent of our sins and ask for it.  Jesus has given His Church His Holy Spirit which 

invites all to sincerely repent of those things which lead them further away from Him.  While at the same 

time, the Holy Spirit encourages all to trust God, hope in God, have faith in God, to love God, and love our 

fellow brothers and sisters in His name.  However, Jesus knows that we would find it too difficult to seek 

this grace which is intangible and invisible without offering us tangible and visible signs which we can see 

and know.  Because we are who we are, material and spiritual, we need signs we can relate to and the 

Sacraments of the Catholic Church are those visible signs which remind us of the invisible grace we are 

receiving if only we repent and ask. 


